[Antigen detection in substrates containing immune antigen-antibody complexes].
Treatment of immune complexes consisting of different antigens and corresponding IgG with low doses of hydrochloric cystein led to the antibody inactivation, to the complex splitting, and to the release of the antigen. Antibodies being a part of the complex retained their capacity to react with the antiglobulin serum. The optimal doses of cystein leading to the complex splitting and to the IgG inactivation in the immune complex composition failed to act on unbound IgG. The effect of other reducing agents (glutathion and sodium sulfite) on the immune complex was similar to that of cystein. The differences in the effect of cystein on unbound and antigen-bound antibodies indicated that apparantly the combining site of antibody served as a point of cystein application.